Running head: RACIAL PROFILING 		1
RACIAL PROFILING 		7










Racial Profiling (A Literature Review)
Benita Rasberry Tarleton
State University 
Marcus Culpepper 
CRI-4303
[bookmark: _GoBack]12th, Nov, 2020












Racial Profiling (A Literature Review)
Introduction 
The modern society has undergone different stages of civilizations and constitutional amendments which transformed in writing the principles of racial equality. As much as such laws are well written and spelt out in constitutions, social practices based on racism, ethnicity, religion and even nationality still exist even in the most developed nations like Canada and USA (Laurencin & Walker, 2020). If the United States is put under the lenses of racial profiling, the reality is that the social vice is a continuing problem that has been practiced since the Era of slavery.  The American Civil Liberties Union defines racial profiling as “the ordinary practice by law enforcement officials of targeting individuals for suspicion of crime based on the individual’s race, religion or national origin.”  This definition seems to narrow down the meaning of racial profiling to policing. Also, the profiling entails stereotyping of a specific segment of the population by the public. The public can discriminate or negatively consider others as offenders or potential threats to them.
An excellent example is the September 11 terrorism attack on in the USA. The episode fuelled high levels of stereotyping and exclusions on Muslims based on the fact that the perpetrators of the attack were Muslims affiliated to the Al-Qaeda terrorist network. People could cancel flights that had Muslims on board. The American police, airline personnel and the world, in particular, considered the Muslim community, South Asian communities and Arabs as potential agents of terrorism. Such a portion has become an inherent trait among the global community. When a law enforcement officer pursues a suspect the description from the minority background, race or ethnicity, the act does not entail racial profiling but the regular activity of police enforcement.
History of racial profiling in the USA
Racial profiling has a long history in the soil of the USA.  The practice stems back during the ages of slavery when the image of African Americans was associated with crime and danger. The notion became pervasive to justify a continued pattern of racial inequality and exploitation of African Americans, which has persisted into the post-racial Era (Padula, 2018).   An excellent example is the Philadelphia court which in 1693 gave the police officers the authority to detain any African American seen loitering aimlessly. Since the 18th century, slave patrols used to stop blacks and confirm if they were lawful. The trend transcended into the 19th century when black codes were introduced in the USA. The principles included rules and laws that were put in place in the South to impose control over former slaves and the freed slaves.
The codes also worked towards relegating African Americans to a lower status in the American community and also to put the African Americans under a constrained control. Similar trends could also be traced during the Jim Crow era, which was characterized by high levels of segregation and discrimination in people of colour. Many African movements rose against such labelling by seeking equality and liberty. Historically, African Americans have been branded as drug peddlers and criminals. For this reason, they form the largest population in the American prison population dispute the fact that they are among the minorities in the USA. It is common for people of colour to be stopped on the American roads for checks by the traffic police compared to their white counterparts. The same trend can be traced across the border in Canada.  Black Canadians lead in terms of police profiling. When the government came up with the “War on Drugs” initiative in 1982,  black Canadians were the primary culprits. Police carried out intensive patrols in low-income areas majorly occupied by blacks, especially in Ontario (Guo & Wong, 2018). The result was an overrepresentation of black Canadians in prison. The phenomenon led to a high rate of incarceration that was fuelled by the misconception that young black Canadians were more likely to be involved in drugs or any other dangerous activities. The Toronto police went an extra mile to demand that all racialized groups, including black Canadian youths, were to carry their identification cards whenever they walked in the streets of Toronto. Even though the American constitution ratified and amended the constitution to end racial segregation and ensure justice for all, things on the ground are different. 
Racial profiling from a theoretical perspective
The proponents of racial profiling rest their argument in the conflict theory which states that laws together with the law enforcement arms are employed in the society by dominant groups to minimize any potential threats that compromise their interests(Petrocelli, Piquero & Smith, 2016). The potential risks mostly emanate from the minorities and the low population (Martin, 2018). If looked at closely, the white ruling class and the minority groups have had continued fractions with the whites trying to dominate and eliminate any potential competition and threats from people of colour. Jim Crow laws were put in place to limit the blacks from improving their socio-economic and political status. The friction led to civil wars and the assassination of many leaders of the African American movements, including  Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X.
Another relevant theory that tries to explain racial profiling is the functionalism theory. The central tenet of the idea is that racism is morally justifiable with its end product being a racially unequal society. Racial inequality is healthy for it leads to better functioning of the community with the dominant group forming the ruling class while the minorities fall under the subjects (Martin, 2018). The theory can also be applied to racial profiling whereby a segment of the society can be targeted to ensure the safety and the better functioning of the broader community.  An excellent example is the profiling of Muslims and Arabs by the police force of the USA, Canada and most parts of the world. Since the September 11 attack in the USA, travel restrictions were enforced against Muslims and Arabs in the name of securing the national security. In Canada, special forces, for instance, CSIS and  RCMP, were under instructions to minimize the occurrence of such an attack.  On the same, the parliament of Canada passed an Anti-terrorism Act and Bill C-17 and 36 including the Public Safety Act, all of which gave loopholes for profiling while enforcing them. Racial profiling has become part and parcel of fighting terrorism.
Types of racial profiling
Asian racial profiling—The US Census report reveals that Asians are 4% of the total American population. They are about 10 million in number. Asians have had a fair share of racial profiling as well. Some of the examples include the 2001 incident when 14 Asian Americans were stopped in Washington by the police on jaywalking claims. The police claimed that the 14 youths kept against the wall for over an hour. Another example was the detention of David Wu in Oregon when he entered the Department of Energy headquarters. 
Indian racial profiling —The National American Indian Housing Council estimates that there are 2.5 million Indians in the USA. American Indians have had endless complaints about senseless stops and searches by the police officers, including sheriffs (Vito, Grossi & Higgins, 2018). Most of the stops occur on roads that lead to and from reservations (Mogensen, 2019). In June 2002, a considerable number of Indians in the Bennett County tabled a complaint to the Department of Justice attorney claiming that the police were carrying out vehicular stops to them without reasonable suspicion.  There vehicles and homes were searched without warrants, and also the officers could demand driving licensees while the Asians were in the bar.
Worksite racial profiling—Another common form of profiling entails the Immigration and Naturalization Service, which majorly target ethnic groups of colour on the grounds of undocumented labour allegations. The INS agents should carry out their duties based on sufficient evidence of wrongdoing to ascertain any probable cause or suspicion to make an arrest (GuevaRRa, 2018). INS raids have been carried out in a discriminatory manner by targeting Latinos and African Americans. 
Program issues 
Proponents of racial profiling argue that the practice help in deterring and disrupting criminal activities, for instance, disruption of terrorist networks. The nailing of suspects disorients their operations hence leading to a reduction in terrorism activities. Also, they claim that racial policing helps shape the targeted groups to behave according to the law. An excellent example is the acquisition of immigration documents by Latinos to avoid friction with the law. On the contrary, racial policing has elicited spirited opposition because of various reasons. One of them is that the practice makes law enforcement to lose its meaning and credibility. Also, those who are targeted end up losing trust in the police force hence they may not participate in community policing programs nor volunteer meaningful information to the police due to their poor relationship with the law enforcers(Hayle, Wortley, & Tanner, 2018). Another argument against racial policing is that the practice biased in such a way that even though both white and people of colour may be proportionally engaging in drug trafficking, only blacks will be targeted hence leading to the capturing of blacks.
In contrast, the whites are left to continue with the business. This does not lead to containing the drug business but rather shift it to the other population.  It would be prudent if the laws were applied uniformly when it comes to fighting a particular vice. If a specific group forms the majority as victims of policing, it will be right as compared to discriminatory justice and policing.
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